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Philosophy of Logic and Language
Meaning
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Background Readings:

Lycan, W., The Philosophy of Language, ch. 5-10 (chapters 8 and 9 might be
particularly useful).
Platts, M., Ways of Meaning, chapter 2.

Questions:

(1) How is the meaning of a sentence related to the intention of speakers?
(2) How is the meanings of expressions related to the way in which these sentences

are used by speakers of the language?

(3) What is the relationship between meaning and truth?
(4) What does it take to count as ‘grasping the truth conditions of a sentence’? Is it

sufficient for understanding the sentence? Is it necessary?
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